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Dear Water User:

According to our records, you are the owner of a water right that is diverted from the Big
Lost River into the Neilsen Diich, then injected into and rediverted from Warm Springs
Creek. Water users in Water District 34 have expressed concerns fo the ldaho
Department of Water Resources (IDWR) regarding accountability for diversions,
including adequate accounting for the water from Neilsen Ditch that is commingled with
and rediverted from Warm Springs Creek.

IDWR staff visited the Neilsen Ditch diversion with the Watermaster on April 2, 2003 and
observed that the existing weir will not provide adequate measuremerits of the flow
injected into Warm Springs Creek. IDWR requires that a properly functioning measuring
device be in place for the Watermaster to ailow rediversion of these rights from Warm
Springs Creek.

Because there is not (to our knowledge) a water user’s association for the Neilsen Ditch,
it is the responsibility of the water right owners that use the Neilsen Ditch injection to
reinstall and maintain a weir at this location. The following table lists the total flow rate of
water rights that are diverted at the Neilsen Ditch and commingled with and rediverted

from Warm Springs Creek.

Water Right Owner Total Flow Rate

(cfs)
Churn Dasher Ranch 7.732
Idaho Cowboy, Inc./Wild Horse Partners, LLC 6.498
6 X Ranch, LLC 3.560
Broken River Ranch, LP 3.200
Melvin Freeman 0.800
Richard and Pairicia Smith 6.000
Bette Jean, Marcia Lee, and Pernecy Kent 0.400
Gordon and Ina Mae Harris 0.0186

In order to redivert water associated with these rights, an acceptable measuring device
must be installed at the point of injection into Warm Springs Creek. The Watermaster
will be instructed to deliver water to the points of rediversion only when an equivaient
amount of water is being injected into Warm Springs Creek. The Department requests
that an acceptable measuring device be installed at the injection point on or before May
15, 2003. If a measuring device is not installed at this location, it will be assumed that
no water is being injected and water will not be available for rediversion.




Water users with groundwater permits that are dependent on the availability of mitigation
water delivered to Warm Springs Creek under these rights may be required to reduce
their pumping rate based on the amount of water measured at the Neilsen point of
injection. If this occurs, the Watermaster or IDWR will contact these water users

individually.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Tim Luke at 208-327-7864
or Jennifer Berkey at 208-327-7871.

Sincerely,

Je?t/);ifer Berkey
Water Distribution

cc: Bob Duke, Watermaster, Water District 34
Charles Wilkins
Keith Hill
Morgan Haroldsen
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